
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 28 September 2011] 

 p7906b-7907a 
Mr Paul Miles; Mr John Day 

 [1] 

PLANNING — DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT PANELS 

651. Mr P.T. MILES to the Minister for Planning: 

Can the minister update the house on the government’s efforts to create a more transparent, consistent and 
efficient planning environment in Western Australia? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied:  

I thank the member for the question.  

As part of the reform of the approvals system in Western Australia, and, in particular, the reform of the planning 
system, I am sure members will recall that last year Parliament gave approval to some significant amendments to 
the Planning and Development Act. One of the main aspects of the legislation was to establish the ability to 
create development assessment panels to consider significant development applications in Western Australia—
generally speaking, above $7 million in value, and above $15 million in the City of Perth. The purpose of this, as 
implied in the member’s question, is to establish a more transparent, consistent, timely and efficient planning 
decision–making process, and I am pleased to say that that process has now been well established. Fifteen 
development assessment panels have been established to operate across Western Australia, 14 of which are 
across more than one local government and one is specific for the City of Perth. I am particularly pleased to say 
that the first development assessment panel is meeting in Broome today—that is obviously the Kimberley 
Development Assessment Panel—and the purpose of the meeting is to consider an application for a tourism and 
development proposal near Cable Beach. That is the first meeting of a development assessment panel in this 
state, and I am sure that it will make a wise decision.  

A number of other applications have been submitted under this system. Two meetings were due to be held fairly 
soon, but they have both been postponed because of a request by the relevant presiding members for further 
information. That is part of the system and established in the regulations under the act. One of the meetings is in 
the Shire of Harvey—the South West Joint Development Assessment Panel—and that is for some significant 
proposed water supply infrastructure. The meeting in relation to that application has been postponed to 
Thursday, 27 October. Another significant application is in the City of Subiaco for a proposed mixed-use 
development in Seddon Street, and, as I said, further information has been requested by the presiding member in 
that case, and the meeting is now due to be held on Monday, 24 October. I am pleased that this system is now 
operating. I am sure that we will see a system that produces timely outcomes based on good planning and 
technical advice, together with a combination of input from local representatives to councils who make up each 
of the five-member development assessment panels. As I said, I am pleased that this system is now operating and 
I look forward to some wise results. 
 


